Hagen Blix

& hagen.blix@proton.me @ hagenblix.github.io

Education

Last updated in Oct 2026

PhD New York University, Linguistics
+ Thesis: Interpreting Syntactic Structures (at PF)
« Advisor: Alec Marantz

MPhil New York University, Linguistics

MA University of Vienna, General Linguistics
+ Thesis: Agreement in South Caucasian: A Spanning Account
» Advisor: Dalina Kallulli

BA University of Leipzig, Linguistics
« Thesis: The Shallowness of Being Third: Beyond Not Participating
« Advisors: Gereon Miiller, Fabian Heck

Books

2023

2020

2016

2013

Why We Fear Al: On the Interpretation of Nightmares
Hagen Blix, Ingeborg Glimmer
(Common Notions (ISBN: 9781945335174))

2025

Publications in Natural Language Processing

Domain Regeneration: How well do LLMs match syntactic properties of text domains?
Da Ju, Hagen Blix, Adina Williams

10.18653/v1/2025.findings-acl.120 (Findings of the Association for Computational Linguis-
tics: ACL 2025, pages 2367-2388)

On the Machine Learning of Ethical Judgments from Natural Language

Zeerak Talat*, Hagen Blix*, Josef Valvoda, Maya Indira Ganesh, Ryan Cotterell, Adina Williams
10.18653/v1/2022.naacl-main.56 (Proceedings of the 2022 Conference of the North American
Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics (NAACL))

Predicting Declension Class from Form and Meaning

Adina Williams, Tiago Pimentel, Arya McCarthy, Hagen Blix, Eleanor Chodroff, Ryan Cotterell
10.18653/v1/2020.acl-main.597 (Proceedings of the 2020 Annual Conference of the Associa-
tion for Computational Linguistics (ACL 2020))

Investigating BERT’s Knowledge of Language: Five Analysis Methods with NPIs

Alex Warstadt, Yu Cao, loana Grosu, Wei Peng, Hagen Blix, Yining Nie, Anna Alsop, Shikha
Bordia, Haokun Liu, Alicia Parrish, Sheng-Fu Wang, Jason Phang, Anhad Mohananey, Phu
Mon Htut, Paloma Jereti¢, Samuel R. Bowman

10.18653/v1/D19-1286 (Proceedings of the 2019 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural
Language Processing (EMNLP 2019))

Publications in Theoretical Linguistics

2025

2022

2020

2019

Interface Legibility and Nominal Classification: A Nanosyntactic Account of Kipisigis
Singulatives

Hagen Blix

10.16995/glossa.5825 (Glossa: A Journal of General Linguistics, 7(1))
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Phrasal Spellout and Partial Overwrite: On an alternative to backtracking
Hagen Blix
10.5334/gjgl.1614 (Glossa: A Journal of General Linguistics, 6(1), 62)

Pitch and Causal Inference in English Temporal Adverbial Answers
Hagen Blix, Adina Williams
10.7358/snip-2021-041-blwi (Snippets)

Spans in South Caucasian Agreement: Revisiting the Pieces of Inflection
Hagen Blix
10.1007/s11049-020-09475-x (Natural Language & Linguistic Theory, 39(1), 1-55)

Manuscripts

2021

2021

2020

The Size of Complex Prefields: The Case Against Structure Removal
Hagen Blix
(Preprint)

The Nanosyntax of Arabic Agreement: Rethinking Noyer’s Hierarchy as Functional
Sequence

Hagen Blix

ling.auf.net/lingbuzz/006513 (Preprint, lingbuzz)

Selected Public Writing

The Socialist Case Against Nationalizing Al
Hagen Blix, Ingeborg Glimmer
(Jacobin Magazine)

Don’t Believe the Hype — or Doom — About Al
Hagen Blix, Ingeborg Glimmer
(Jacobin Magazine)

Deflating “Hype” Won’t Save Us
Hagen Blix, Ingeborg Glimmer
(Liberal Currents)

Tech Workers Can Still Fight Silicon Valley’s Overlords
Hagen Blix, Ingeborg Glimmer
(Jacobin Magazine)

July 2026

Dec 2025

Sept 2025

Feb 2025

Media Appearances

Why We Fear Al
With Doug Henwood of KPFA’'s Behind the News

Richard Dawkins Finds Love, and Other Al News
With Caitlin M. Green and Trent R. Nelson of Liberal Currents’ Half the Answer

A Simple Test to See How Ready You Are to Fight Fascism
With BJ Mendelson of Stupid Sexy Privacy

Why We Fear Al feat. Hagen Blix
With Justin, Sadie, and Jay of librarypunk"

Al is an attack from above on wages
With Brian Merchant from Blood in the Machine
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Radio
July 2026

Podcast
May 2026

Podcast
Mar 2026

Podcast
Feb 2026

Interview
Oct 2025


https://doi.org/10.5334/gjgl.1614
https://doi.org/10.7358/snip-2021-041-blwi
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11049-020-09475-x
https://ling.auf.net/lingbuzz/006513
https://jacobin.com/2026/07/ai-nationalization-wage-depression-de-skilling
https://jacobin.com/2025/12/hype-artificial-intelligence-vc-capital
https://www.liberalcurrents.com/deflating-hype-wont-save-us/
https://jacobin.com/2025/02/tech-workers-silicon-valley-trump
https://kpfa.org/episode/behind-the-news-july-30-2026/
https://www.liberalcurrents.com/richard-dawkins-finds-love-isolation-as-a-societal-norm-and-other-ai-news-half-the-answer-84-with-hagen-blix/
https://www.stupidsexyprivacy.com/a-simple-test-to-see-how-ready-you-are-to-fight-fascism/
https://www.librarypunk.gay/e/159-why-we-fear-ai-feat-hagen-blix/
https://www.bloodinthemachine.com/p/ai-is-an-attack-from-above-on-wages

Al as a Political Project
With Caitlin M. Green and Trent R. Nelson of Liberal Currents’ Half the Answer

Why We Fear Al w/ Hagen Blix
With Cayden Mak of Convergence Magazine’s Build & Block

Who'’s Afraid of Artificial Intelligence?
With Nick Hilton of The Ned Ludd Radio Hour

Al is the Demon God of Capital
With Jathan Sadowski and Edward Ongweso Jr. of This Machine Kills

Why We Fear Al
With Caitlin M. Green and Trent R. Nelson of Liberal Currents’ Half the Answer

Deskill, with Hagen Blix
With Mél Hogan of The Data Fix

Research in The Media

Podcast
Aug 2025

Podcast
July 2025

Podcast
June 2025

Podcast
May 2025

Podcast
May 2025

Podcast
Mar 2025

The Intercept
Quotes from our book Why We Fear Al

Psychology Today
Discusses our paper On the Machine Learning of Ethical Judgments from Natural Language

The New York Times
Interviews my coauthors on our paper On the Machine Learning of Ethical Judgments from
Natural Language

Grants and Awards

Jan 2026

Jan 2021

Jan 2021

Fieldwork Grant (Fall 2019)

Fieldwork Grant (Summer 2019)

Forderungspreis, 2. Preis

Dean’s Travel Grant

MacCracken Fellowship

Invited Presentations

NYU Linguistics Department
Jan 2019

NYU Linguistics Department
Jan 2019

Vienna Linguistic Society
Jan 2017

NYU
Jan 2017

NYU
Jan 2016 - Jan 2021

Marxist Critique after Al
Digital Theory Lab. With Edward Ongweso Jr.

Philosophical Foundations of A.l.
Podium discussion with Anya Tsvetkov, Mel Andrews, Adina Williams, Hagen Blix, Peter

Melchior, Jaime Fernandez Fisac, Maria Apostolaki

Deriving (un)interpretability from the interpretation function
PSU Morpho-Syntax Syndicate
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New York University
Aug 2026

Princeton University

Mar 2026

Penn State University
Apr 2023


https://www.liberalcurrents.com/half-the-answer-27-ai-as-a-political-project/
https://convergencemag.com/podcast/why-we-fear-ai-w-hagen-blix/
https://shows.acast.com/the-ned-ludd-radio-hour/episodes/whos-afraid-of-artificial-intelligence
https://www.patreon.com/posts/405-ai-is-demon-128825323
https://www.liberalcurrents.com/halftheanswer/half-the-answer-11-why-we-fear-ai/
https://shows.acast.com/the-data-fix/episodes/deskill-with-hagen-blix
https://theintercept.com/2026/09/14/ai-doom-apocalypse-risk/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/ethically-speaking/202111/ai-can-make-moral-judgments-should-it
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/19/technology/can-a-machine-learn-morality.html

Deriving (un)interpretability from the interpretation function
Yale Syntax Reading Group

Number-based noun classification as an interface legibility condition: The case of Kip-
sigis
Morphology Reading Group

On Lexical Items with Complex Left Branches
Nanosyntax Weblab 2021

Syncretisms and the Order of Things
Nanosyntax Weblab 2020

German Complex Prefields: A Matter of Size
LingBeer

(Dis)continuous Bleeding: Cyclicity and Spans
MorPhun

On the Linear and Paradigmatic Distribution of the Affix /t/: A WIP report on Standard
Arabic Agreement
Nanosyntax WebLab 2018

Spans in Verbal Agreement: The Case of South Caucasian
North East South Caucasian Chalk Circle

Refereed Presentations

Yale University
Mar 2023

Rutgers University
Nov 2022
Online /Brno

Nov 2021

Online
June 2020

University of Maryland

Nov 2019

MIT
Apr 2019

Online

Oct 2018

Harvard University
Oct 2016

Neoliberalism, Fascism, Feudalism. . . or Socialism? What Lies Ahead
Podium discussion with Jasper Bernes, moderated by Nathan Kim. Socialism 2026

On the Machine Learning of Ethical Judgments from Natural Language
NAACL 2022. With Zeerak Talat, Josef Valvoda, Maya Indira Ganesh, Ryan Cotterell, Adina
Williams

(Dis-)Continuous Agreement: A Case for Spelling Out Spans
PLC 44 (canceled due to Covid-19)

German Complex Prefields: A Matter of Size
SYNC 21

Investigating BERT’s Knowledge of Language: Five Analysis Methods with NPIs
EMNLP 2019

Movement and C-Command in German Complex Prefields: The Case Against Structure
Removal

Poster presentation at NELS 50

Spans in Verbal Agreement: The Case of South Caucasian
Poster presentation at South Caucasian Chalk Circle

Spanning in South Caucasian Agreement
SinFonlJA9
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Chicago, IL
Sept 2026

Seattle, WA
June 2022
Philadelphia, PA

Mar 2020

New York City
Dec 2019

Hong Kong
Nov 2019

Boston, MA
Oct 2019

Paris, France
Sept 2016

Brno, Czech Republic

Sept 2016



Teaching

Language
Teaching Assistant with Gary Thoms

Language
Instructor (co-instructor Kate Mooney)

Patterns in Language
Teaching Assistant with Lucas Champollion

Grammatical Analysis
Teaching Assistant with Stephanie Harves

Discontinuous Bleeding: Cyclicity and Spans
Guest Lecture Series

Language

Teaching Assistant & Guest Lecturer with Maria Gouskova

Service Reviewing

New York University
Jan 2022

New York University
Jan 2021

New York University
Jan 2021

New York University
Jan 2020

Masaryk University
Jan 2019

New York University
Jan 2018

Journals: Natural Language & Linguistic Theory (2021x2), Linguistic Inquiry (2022), Glossa (2016,2017,2018,2021), SKASE

Journal of Theoretical Linguistics (2020)

Other Publications: Presses Universitaires de Vincennes (2021), Agency and Intentions in Language (2021), Olinco

Proceedings (2016)

Conferences: Olinco 2016 (Olomouc), SYNC 18 (New York), Tu+4 (New York/New Brunswick), SYNC 21 (New York), CoNLL

2021 (Online/Punta Cana)

Departmental Service and Organizing

Workshop - Reference Management with Zotero
Instructor

Linguistics Association of NYU (LANYU)
Treasurer

Marantzfest
Organizer

Languages of the Caucasus Workshop
Organizer

Morphbeer - Morphology Reading Group
Organizer

SKASE Journal of Theoretical Linguistics
Editorial Advisory Board Member
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New York University
Jan 2019 - Jan 2022

New York University
Jan 2016 - Jan 2017

New York University
Jan 2019

New York University
Dec 2016

New York University
Jan 2016 - Jan 2020

Jan 2020 - Jan 2023
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